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Introduction: Brief biographical overview

I. Paul’s training in Judaism
2 Cor 11:21 To my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that! But whatever anyone else dares to
boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast of that. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am 1. Are they
Israelites? So am I. Are they offspring of Abraham? So am I.
Rom 11:1 T ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.
Phil. 3: 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put
no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else
thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless...For his sake I have suffered the
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ,
the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible
I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
A. Respect for God
Acts 23:1 And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have lived my life
before God in all good conscience up to this day.”

Acts 24:14 But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, |
worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in
the Prophets, 15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there
will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. 16 So I always take pains to have a
clear conscience toward both God and man.

Phil 3:2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate
the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in
Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have reason for
confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the
flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of
the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, 1
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss
of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ

B. Respect for the Sinai Covenant (“zeal for the law’’), which segregated Israel from the

nations/Gentiles
Acts 21:17 When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. 18 On the
following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. 19 After
greeting them, he related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles
through his ministry. 20 And when they heard it, they glorified God. And they said to
him, “You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have
believed. They are all zealous for the law, 21 and they have been told about you that you



teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to
circumcise their children or walk according to our customs. 22 What then is to be done?
They will certainly hear that you have come. 23 Do therefore what we tell you. We have
four men who are under a vow; 24 take these men and purify yourself along with them
and pay their expenses, so that they may shave their heads. Thus all will know that there
is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you yourself also live in
observance of the law. 25 But as for the Gentiles who have believed, we have sent a letter
with our judgment that they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and
from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality.”

Acts 22:2  And when they heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew language,
they became even more quiet. And he said: 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but
brought up in this city, educated at the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of
the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all of you are this day. 4 I persecuted this
Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and women, 5 as the high
priest and the whole council of elders can bear me witness. From them I received letters
to the brothers, and I journeyed toward Damascus to take those also who were there and
bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be punished.

Gal. 1: 13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church
of God violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many
of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my
fathers.

Phil. 3: If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

(Rom 10:1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be
saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge.)

C. Respect for the Scriptures
31 times Paul employed the expression, “it is written” (gegraptai) to introduce a citation
of Old Testament Scripture. The expression only appears 67 times in the New Testament,
so Paul accounts for nearly half of those. He also employed the term “Scripture” or
“Scriptures” 14 times.
He was invited on occasion to speak in the synagogue. While people commonly say the
synagogue was a place of worship, the earliest extant synagogue inscription (the
Theodotos inscription, discovered in 1913 and dated to the first century, says that the
synagogue was “for the reading of the law and the teaching of the commandments™

EIZ AN(AT)NQ
Y(IN) NOMOY KAI EIZ (A)IAAX(H)N ENTOAQN
This is very similar to the language of Acts 13:15, where it said, “After the reading from
the law and the prophets... (ueta 8¢ TV dvayvmoty Tod vOopov kol tdv tpoent®dv).” This
suggests that the synagogue was devoted to reading and instruction, a more didactic than
cultic activity (how could Israelites have “worshiped” without the divinely-ordained
tabernacle?).



