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Blessed are

BETWEEN | SUNDAYS

BY RICK WOLLING

our eyes,

e

I have two sons who are both “visual
learners.” It’s not that they can’t read
with understanding. But the way God has
wired their brains causes them to favor

seeing images over hearing or reading.

Anything that Jason sees on a blueprint,
he can build, and anything that Zach sees
on a YouTube video, he can fix. While I
might be inclined to explain a project or
problem to them, their typical reaction is

“show me what you’re talking about.”

A cursory reading of the Bible reveals

that Jesus had an appreciation for people
like my boys. Jesus quite often spoke

in pictures. Examples may be found on
almost every page of the New Testament
gospels. His teaching by storytelling

is found most prominently in the visual
pictures He drew in Matthew 13. There
are at least four pictures Jesus sketches in

His teaching on the kingdom of God.

First, there is the picture of a farmer

out in his field. In His parable of the
Sower and the Seed, He portrayed His
followers sharing the good news with
others, broadly scattering the message of
salvation while warning them that much
effort might not necessarily yield as high

a harvest as they would expect.

Jesus continued the visual imagery by

turning away from their role as sowers

of the seed to the crop they hoped would
grow. Along with the wheat, there will be

many weeds.

Further, Jesus addresses the enormity
of the evangelistic task with the picture
of a tiny mustard seed sown in a field.
One is made to wonder how anything so
small and seemingly insignificant could
ultimately yield a successful crop, but

Jesus said that it would and it does.

Finally, Jesus takes His listeners into

the kitchen as He drew a word-picture

of a woman making bread. She adds
three measures of leaven to a bowl filled
with flour. He could have explained to
them that it was a “parts-per-million”
comparison with so little yeast mixed
with so much flour. Alternatively, He just
drew a picture of a bowl of ingredients in
preparation for becoming a loaf of bread
and, in doing so, He both underscored the

challenge ahead while encouraging them.

Admittedly, sometimes a picture alone

is inadequate in leading us to full
understanding. In fact, the disciples who
heard Jesus teach the so-called “parables
of the kingdom,” pursued greater insight
into His teaching when they asked Him to

“explain to us the parable ..”

Here’s another example of the importance

of visual images.

Have you ever pulled up to a traffic stop
and on the car bumper ahead, you saw
this picture: <X ? It’s a picture of

a fish.

The Greek word for fish is ichthus. The
fish is a common Christian symbol.

It is believed that in times of intense
persecution when being discovered as a
Christian might mean death, a believer
would draw one of the arcs on the ground.
If the person with whom he spoke drew
the second arc, completing the picture

of the fish, it was revealed that both were

Christians.

But why the fish? Because ichthus
became an acrostic where each letter
represented a word. In this case the
letters (i-ch-th-u-s) represented “Jesus
Christ God Our Savior.”

How wonderful that the Lord gave us
many senses through which we can
understand His word. We hear the
message preached with words; we smell
and taste the wine and touch the bread of
communion; and we see the pictures of

truth drawn for us in the Scriptures.

And by it all we come to know Him more.

Rick Wolling is pastor emeritus of Beverly
Heights Church.
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